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Welcome Back to SchoolIN THE CLASSROOM 

6th Grade 
Our 6th graders are doing a great 
job  learning  to  use  all  the  new 
apps  on  their  iPads.   In  social 
studies, students began the year by 
completing  the  Legacy  Project 
through which they learned about 
history  by  interviewing  family 
members  or  friends.   In  English 
they completed a creative writing 
assignment.   They  are  finishing 
the Six Habits of Mind project in 
science  and  are  beginning  a  unit 
on long division in math.

7th Grade 
In  the  7th  grade,  each  team 
adopted a team motto to start the 
year.   The  Green  Team’s  is  “Do 
Your Job” and the Gold Team’s is 
“Today  I  Can  Do  Anything.”  In 
math class students began the year 
learning  basic  algebra  concepts 
and  ha ve  now  mo ved  on  to 
integers  and  s igned  rational 
numbers.   They  are  starting  a 
chemistry  unit  in  science  and  a 
civics  unit  it  social  studies.   In 
English  students  completed  a 
writing assignment based on their 
summer  reading  and  are  moving 
on to the short story unit.

8th Grade 
Eighth grade students have started 
reading  To  Kill  a  Mockingbird  in 
English and will create a project at 
the end of the unit that connects 
the  novel  with  an  event  in  US 
history. In social studies, students 
are  studying  the  Muslim  world, 
and  in  science  they  are  learning 
about weather & climate. In math, 
students are learning about solving 
equations and function notation.

Principal Sulc poses with students before they enter school on the first day.

Mini-Teams 
At  NMS  we  ha ve  mini - team 
activity  days  about  once  a  month 
throughout the year.  The goals of 
mini-team are      1) to encourage 
community sentiment by fostering 
connections  among  students  and 
faculty;  2)  to  develop  social  and 
interpersonal  skills  through  group 
activities,  and; 3)  to help students 
recogn ize  who  they  a re  a s 
individuals  and  how  they  can 
contribute  to  a  larger  community.  
Over  the  course  of  the  year, 
students  will  participate  in  mini-
team activities focusing around the 
challenges that have been set forth 
for each grade.

NMS CHALLENGES 
Grade 6 

Get a Fresh Start 
Be Open to Making New Friends 
Respect the Differences in Others 

Look for the Best in Others 
Develop a Good Reputation 

Grade 7 
Choose Positive Influences 

Avoid the Drama 
Show Appreciation 

Forgive and Be Forgiven 
Find Who You Are 

Grade 8 
Make Positive Memories 
Be a Good Role Model 
Spread Positive Gossip 
Embrace Being a Kid 
Follow Your Dreams
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Passionately Pink Day 
On Thursday,  October  8  students 
and staff  were encouraged to wear 
pink  to  show  their  support  for 
Breast  Cancer  Awareness  Month.  
Over  $900  in  donations  were 
collected for Susan G. Komen for 
the Cure.  Thank you to everyone 
who participated and donated!

Parent Reminders 
✦ Please be sure to call or email Secretary 

Jennifer Burke if your child is absent.
✦ Please send a note in with your child if 

he/she is going to be dismissed.  Your 
child  should drop the note  off  in  the 
office first thing in the morning.

✦ Students  are  only  allowed to  ride  the 
bus to which they have been assigned.  
Changing  buses  to  go  to  a  friend’s 
house after school is not allowed.

✦ Students  will  be  required  to  stay  for 
detention if  they are tardy more than 
three times.

✦ Students  are  not  allowed to  use  their 
cell  phones  during  the  school  day.  
Please do not text your child during the 
day,  and  if  your  child  is  texting  you, 
please remind them that cell phone use 
is not allowed. 

✦ Please do not leave your cars idling as 
you  wait  to  pick  up  your  child  after 
school.   Along with being bad for the 
environment,  it  is  not healthy for our 
students  to  be  walking  through  car 
fumes.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
10/8…Progress Reports Posted on Aspen; 10/9…Professional Day, 
No  School;  10/12…Columbus  Day,  No  School;  10/14…PTO 
Meeting 6 pm, iPad Parent Night 7 pm; 10/28…8th Grade DC Trip 
Parent Meeting,  7  pm; 10/30…Weird Day;  11/6…End of Term 1; 
11/7…NMS Music  Department  Spaghetti  Dinner;  11/9…Picture 
Re-Take Day, 6th Grade Bournedale Trip Parent Meeting, 7 pm; 
11/11…Veterans’ Day, No School

Welcome to a new school year! Just 
a reminder that our counselors are 
available  as  a  resource  for  both 
students  and  parents  throughout 
the  year.  Students  have  been 
assigned  to  a  counselor  based  on 
their last name: Mrs. Sifflard meets 
with  students  whose  last  name 

begins with A-K; Mrs.  Sailer meets with 
those  whose last  name begins  with L-Z. 
Please feel free to check out our website 
as well, which has a great deal of helpful 
information  and  resources.  We  look 
for ward  to  work ing  together  and 
supporting our students so that they may 
have a positive school experience.
-Mrs. Sailer & Mrs. Sifflard

NORWELL MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER                                                                                             ISSUE I: 2015-2016

Upcoming Workshops 
Connecting Parents MSPCC presents “From Reactive to Creative 
Parenting”  Monday, October 19, 2015 at the Canton Public Library 
from 6:30 to 8:30pm with speaker Paul Neustadt, MSS, LICSW.  Paul is 
a psychotherapist in private practice in Arlington. Paul will be using his 
knowledge  of  the  Internal  Family  Systems  method  of  therapy 
developed by Dr. Richard Schwartz, Ph.D., to teach us how to bring 
compassion and curiosity to our reactivity, thereby allowing us to be 
more clear, confident and creative in our role as parents.

On Thursday, October 15, Norwell Public Schools, the Norwell Police 
Department,  the  Norwell  Fire  Department,  the  Norwell  Board  of 
Health and the NVNA and Hospice will be hosting a parent program 
titled “Hidden in Plain Sight”.  The program will begin at 6:30pm 
with an opportunity for parents to explore a mock teen bedroom. Some 
paraphernalia, which may not be familiar to parents, will be visible.  A 
presentation will begin at 7pm focused on understanding the items in 
the staged bedroom and empowering parents to talk with their children 
about alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use.

Read/Walkathon 
On  October  7,  6th  grade 
students  participated  in  the 
Annual  Read/Walkathon.  
Students  choose  to  read  or 
walk for one hour during the 
day.   This is  a fundraiser for 
the  6th  t r ip  to  Camp 
Bournedale in May.
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